MAY, 1934

The Little Flower’s

Kirst Communion

By Oxe or HEr TEACHERS

This Month the Golden Jubilee of the First Communion of St. Thérése Is Being
Celebrated in Her Old School . . . The Following Reminiscences
Have Been Writlen by a Nun of the Abbey

1

(MHE day chasen for First Com-

L munion was uslly the octave of
Ascension Thursday, In this year of
{11884, however, on account of the ill-
“ess of Mother Priotess, whaose death
Was {eared to he inmmminent, the chap-
fain decided 10 Jiave the ceremony two
ecks cartier, Tt was accordingly set
‘{or May 8.

Tor the previous manth the First
Communicants were required 10 be-
ie full honrders, so that they might
‘it more easy to atteiut Mass every
npr‘n_ing anl prepare in greater reeal.
tction for the coming of Jesus.
| Accordingly Thérdse had her little
Lwliite bed in the dormitory. “Lyery
Liifght” she writes, “the first Misteess
[Mether S1. Placide] vsed to come
\With her little lamp and gently open
[ ithe artalts of my hed wnd upring 4
_ et kiss on my forelicad. She
\c.,»_ ﬁd me so much affection that
toudhed by her goodiwess | said o her
onenlghts 'Mother, | like you sa well

Eam going to tell vou u great
Then mysteriously drawing
the precious little ok from Car-

1otiths hefore the great day]
wider my pillow, T showed it
my eyes alight with joy, She
31 very carctully, looked
bt alentively and fmpressed
how fortunate 1 was, Several
andeed, dnping my relreat |
e-l;ml. very [c“'. children who

ave Io‘st their mother are
35 affectivnately #s [ was at

i ,r::ﬁ(rltsc, however, was rather
| e ) u-‘:s we 'knc\\' that she went
ﬁ;!&ﬂ&,‘fsl’vcz : e fsar.lsll church with her
i 0‘}'&[@"‘ llc) merning, she was allowed
oA dot;;:igﬂ:';\nfc as full hom:(lel’
ibe o Ays, She had n slight
e 3 and. the Mother Di-
The puvflml*‘x}m‘nn, hael her cared
. ai"ié'te'lfsli, m:u'nmr,\-. Her sis-
vécrmﬁ:"'\"\”f she werlt _:m‘d
witle lrer in inti-

o

wate, happy talks, full of the thought
of the great ity now wo near; and she
gave lier one of the pictures in which
I'héréze nsed 1o delight, that entiticd
"The Little Flower of the Divine Pris-
oner,” a devational design very fitting
to their joint aspirations. p

From Easler on, the special prepam-
fory catechism classes were given every
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The grille and commemorative
i lnque

‘Thérese Martin mude her First Com-
munion af this grille on May 8, 1884

duy.  Her earnest afteption o these
and the littte daily saerilices that the
generous child offered to Onr Lovd
made an excellent preparation for the
graccs of the retreat.

Now let us follow our saintly pupit
step by step.

The Retreat

The evercises of the retreat hegin
on Sunday evening, after campline, at
liali-past seven. Al the hoarders at-
(end the opening instruction, This is
a Favor much appreciated by the older
giels, who thus revive facred mienio-
ries, Already grace has asserted itselt
4nd in the caim and silence of the eve-
ning, #ll o upstairs to the dotmitory
in a state of unusual recollection.

From this moment every distracting
influence is kept out. In the chapel
and in the refectory the retrentants are
by themselves. Gathered together in
room apart, under the direction ef the
catechism  Mistress, they listen—
oedlework it hand—to spivitual Tead-
ing, sing hymns or sy the rosary,
which they love to have hanging iromt
thetr bels like the nuns, Therese adils
(The Stary of a Soud, chapter 1V):

“#[ was naticeable among my little cont-

panions bhecanse of the Digg erucifix
whielt my lear Léonie had griven we.
I wore it in my helt just as mission-
avies do, and it was thooght that T was
rying to copy my Carmelite sister.”
The program Wwis mtervupted hy
pleasant recreations and by walks in
the orcliards, the clildren singing s
they went. Then above all there was
the visit to the Blessed Sacrament, and
three times a day the touching instruc-
tiotts of Ablé Domin, chaplain to the
Abbey, who was $o successful in cont-
ing down 1o the Jevel of his young Tis-
wners . . . "'T listened with great at-
tention to the lnsteuctions given by
Abhé Domin and [ teok notes of them
careiully,” savs Thérése again. Andd
e adds: "How happy 1 wis to he
going to the liturgical Office, just Tike
e sums.” This, as 1 watter of fact,
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The high altar, chapel of the Benedictine Nuns, Lisienx.,

was one of the features of the retreat.

One last widk in silence through the
nuns' garden closed this day of devo.
tion and then, ta the strains of a hywn,
the retreatants went up to the dormi-
tory.

The Eve of the Great Day

On the eve of the ceremony, foliow-
g o tradition piously Xept up among
waly  Catholic families, the pavents
were invited 1o come o thie pasior, that
their children might ask their pardon
for any trouble they might have given
them. Forgiveness likewise was asked
from the assembled Mistresses, and
Mother Directress gave her beloved
children a truly maternad exhortation,
i such touching terms that oftentimes
the rears flowed sifently, A general
confession, carefully prepared for, had
heen made dusing the previous two
weeks, so that the Jast days might be
spent in peace and joy of soul. Now
absolution was received this evening,
causing sach intense happiness that it
sometimes had to he restrained,

a

I'hve catechism Mistress, Mother St
Franets de Sales, vividly remembers
how Thérése behaved during the re-
treat, White she was a model of picty,
silence and recollection, the joy that
filled her heart at the approach of
Jesus revealed itedf in her overflow-
ing gaiety, We can understund theve-
fore why she exclaims i her autobi-
ography: “Ah, what & hlessed retret
that was ! 1 do not think that such joy
could be felt anywhere but in religions
houses, As the number of children is
small, it is all the casier to give spe-
cinl uttention to each one, Yes, I say
it with a grateiul heart; our, Mistresses
in the Abbey lavighed traly maternal
care on us, I do not know their rea-
son, but 1 observed that they watched
over e evell niare atentively than
aver my companions.”

,\T LENGTH the longed-for day
£ dawned! What & pleasing sight
were the First Communion dresses and
veils, hanging in the middle of the
dormitory, “Like snowlakes,” is Tlié-

FAREast

rése’s deseription of theny.

The costume is simple and maiden)y:
a full, plain frock, with a long musliy
veil, a wide silk sash, a pretty cap of
fine tulle, reminiscent of that worn a1
Baptism, There is permission 1o wear
one’s resary beads at Mass and a1 Ves.
pers, one's First Communion nieds),
No worldly ormament niay he worn,

Entering the Chapel |

Now let us come into the eluapel with
our communicants, The shades are low.
cred ; this subducd light, o helpful for
vecolleetion, sets off the brightoess of
the buraing candles and of the white
dresses, A carpet covers the Hoor and ‘
softens the footfalls, Over the First
Communicants' pews ave spread white,
fringed tapestrics of damask. In frem
of cach child a wax candle on a tall
silver candlestick 18 burning. Tn the ’]
center of the nuns’ chair, the aliar for
Mary's month, decked out with flows
ers and foliage, is ablaze with lights
Little white lamps, to the same nam-
bher “s !l\clf are (I::ll)ll\\)]'lil'.ln“. are
stowly hurning themselves ont e thé
feet of the Blessod Virgin,

The curtain over the grille is dmwn
apart, aml the parents seated near the 8
albir see, with emotion, thelr beloved
chitdeen entering the chapel in pro(_:cs'g';;]
sion, From all these youngs learts arises
with touching sweetiiess, the words of
the by ;

.
v

QF soimt aniel gi'envirannent tes s
gr.r! 3
Ow'asvee transport anjonrd fiw jed
tois! N
Ici, mon Dien, Uobjel de nies Lonaugess
Moffre son Corps ponr lu premiget
fois. . .

This s followel by the sl
strains of the Peni Creator, in
by the celebrant. The Mass is sung
the ¢hioir of nups, At the offertory
children, each lolding her conci
her hand, go to make their offerin
the grille. ;

The Mistress of catechism 8
charge and everything is done.m
fect order without causing any disth
tion to the commmipicants. ALCH
clevation an older pupil sings i 10
mg O Salutaris. <

The hallowed moment has Co
From the altar Abbe Domin, 3
fow words which complete the "f
ihate preparation by fanning the B
of desire and love \‘-'ﬂl.l whici &
hearts are alrendy huriing:
anil verse T

VI, 1008 AN

ay hig text thit gr
John's Crospel (X
ings are thine. . . 8
”"Tﬁc sneristun opens the gfm
unfolds the Conimunion n:lgth.‘is
the silence the priest’s VOIEE 35
“Lece Aguus Dei o sie Domt
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AMAY, 19349

suneadagenes. o Then slowly Tie comes
down the steps of the allar, the com-
wunicants come  farward, kncel one
after the other at the Holy Table aml
peceive for the first time the “"God
Wiho giveth joy to their youtle” Hal
loweel, ineffalie moment, the memory
af swhich will never die but will per-
vade @ Nifetioe. Qi how sweet ta the
sont of Therése was this “first Kiss of
the Lond!”

As so08 as the priest has placed the
Gaered Host an the lips of the Gest
chitd, the choir hegins the canticle of
thanksgiving “uad retribuant Down-

ne

Thanksgiving

When all have partaken of the Di-
vine Banquet, the singing huishes and
the little Beads that were howed in
sdoration  are  raised  again,  Abhé
Domin repeats his text, applying 1
pow 10 the gratitinle with which his
listencrs' souls ave filled; lie urges
{hem. to pray Jor thewr prrents and
benefactars, and then the Holy Sneri-
fice s concludes,

During the thanksgiving, the voice
of a former pupit is heard singing :

Hoest b wed, Cetud que e el méue
Qi Yunivers we Jaurail conlenir}
foest @ mol, j¢ Uembrasse, jo uipie,

S B 2
Rign ici-bes ue peut nons désunir, . .

But what does the sweelest music
Aatter when Jesus Flimsel [ speaks in
ithe depths of the soul? Jrom the
greater number He asks only lave and
fidelity, To some privileged souls He
alteady gives glimpses of the heights
€ peciection. From the lips of the
-.S"i,nll_v child herself let us hear what
.gﬂ g to Thérése
A was an embirage of love! T el
:hl.t 1 was Yoved and 1 said in retarn t
Cllove You, il 1 give myself 1o Yo
SOREVEr Jesus asked nothing of me,
HE Sought no sacrifice. For u long
SO 0w He and litde Thérése hind
.’k"”.\.\'f[ amd anderstoad ench other, , .
l.““? dQ.\ our n'nu‘ting conld ot e
S A mere meeting bt rather a

VC' were no longer two, Thé-
l,e:‘;"li(l.lt‘np;w:m--l like the drop of

b1 swallowed up in the midst
£ 0cean.  Jesns alone remained.
WS Master and King.

‘d 0 Therése asked HMim o
iy ;f. her liberty fromy her? “T'his
& “Rh‘wncd her s she felt herself
Weak andl frail that she wanted

m‘!""""d for ever to Divine

4 0¥ How became o great, so
. :7: ’é:_“h‘wu'l‘d nat hold it in,
T Cliets : APpiness poured down
RS Compan; O the great surprise of
R iy ONS who kept saying to

BASRT later gy Why did she

ey ? Had she something on her con
science? ., No, it was beeause she
didd not hiave her mother with her, or
ber sister the Carmelite, of whom she
is <o fond' And wobody understood
that when all (e joy of Heaven comes
into a heart, this heart—exiled, weak
and mortal—eannot endure it withoul
weepitg” (T'he Story of o Soud, chap-

wr 1V,)

FTER the thanksgiving the happy

camniunicants went ta the large
community parlor to enbrace their rel-
atives and friends. The meeting was
bricl, as 1his was not @ time for fong
conversation, Theérdse’s countenae:
stifl bore traces of the deep emotion
that she had just experionced, We
have evidence of this in the following
little incident told by a girl who was
related to the Guérms,

“My moather renuirked that e child
had been weeping, "That poor lintle
girl's eyes are red) she said o M,
Cmérin [uimcle of Thérdse].

“The uncle did not seeny surprised.
He just rephied: ‘She has a slight
cold,’ wishing »o doubt 10 save hiz
dear little Thérése from emlirenas.
ment, for he knew her tender picty,
Afterwards, on veading the Story of «
Soul, T readily nndorstoomt the reason
for those twars,”

Memories of Onlookers

e following are sotne remings-
cences written by the wany and oleler
pupils who were present at that memo.
rithle First Commuion,

“On the day of her First Com-
wunian, Thérése looked mare Tike an
angel than 5 human being, A radiant
heavenly fervor was woticeable in her
eyes and in her bearing. [ observed
this every time she received the Dlesced
Sacrament; lier Tealures seemed to
rellect the depth of her faith and the
ardor of her love,” These are Mother
Prioress’ waords,

Let us hear the Misiress of cate-
elism agam ! “To prepare for her Fivst

The altar of the Blessed Viegin
Where St. Thérése recited the Act of Consecration on the day of
her First Communion



Comutinion Therdse made aets of vir
tue over a very long period. She called
them ‘Aowers to decorate Jesus' rest-
ing-place’ and she wanted them to be
many and (ragrant, Beneath this siti-
ple, childlike mode of preparation lay
genning, tender love, From this time
on, she kept the silence more faith-
fully than ever and 'was still more
deeply pions.” !

A novice who was ufterwards to be
her teacher writes: “Onp the day of
her First Communion I took delight
in gazing oo this angel of piety and
innocence. . , After Mass, as I came
towards the little communicant, an
indefinable feeling of respeet over-
camie me; she seemed to me to.be
streaming with grace, Pulting wy
arm around her 50 that our two white
veils beeame as one, 1 sald: 'You are
very happy, Thérese?* ‘Ol yes, T n,"
she replied, and the light in her cyes
and her tonc of voice revealed the
immensity of her happiness.”

A Child's Prayer

Sister Henriette, a lay-Sister who
died in 1917, has Jeft wy these interest-
ing details,

“I was changed from the school at
Easter, 1884, but 1 was called on to
help in the refectory on the First
Communion day. This gave me the
pleasure of sceing Thérése more clase-
ly. She came to lunch at two o'clock
with her companions, One little girl
said to me: ‘Tf you only knew, Sister,
what ghe axked Qur Lord during her
thanksgiving, . . . To die, Sister]
Wouldn’t that muke you afraid?'

“But Thérdee just looked at them
as thaugh she pitied them, without say-
ing anything, Then I answered, say-
ing: ‘You don't understand. Thérdse,
like her holy patroness, asked to die
of love

“Then she came to me and looked
into my cyes. ‘You understand, Sister,'
she said, '"They don'’t, "

The day was spent in the calm of
the monastery. After dinner there was
a nuiet period of recreation during
which the Firet Communicants gave
souvenir cards {o the Mistresses and to
their companions; then there was a
chort visit to the Blessed Sacrament.
Thus the great event of the morning
was kept uppermost in their minds
until the time for Vespars, when they
made their solemn promises of loyalty
1o Jesus,

Renewing Baptismal Vows

Holl-past two comes. The white
procession siarts for the ehapel again.
At the foot of the altar a credence
table is placed and on it are the ¢ru-
cifix and the book of the Holy Gos-
pels, with candles all around, After
Vespers has been supg, a procession

10

is forntetl, In front is the hanoer of
the Children of Mary; and the young-
est pupils fecl very prowd and happy
to he holding the galden streamers of
the bariner, The vibrant straing of the
time-hopared hymn are heard: "Quand
f'ean sainie du bopréme., , . "

Passing the grillg, the procession
proceeds into the satictuary and the
communicants stand before the cre-
dence table, One of them pronounces
the repewal of baptisma! promises, and
then Jier companions, cach having her
right hand on the sacred book, repeat
two by two the solermn pledge: “1 re-
nounce Satan, , ., [ give myself to
Jesus Clirist for eyer”

Continuing on its way, the proces-
ston goes around the sanctuary and re-
caters the enclosed part of the chapel
to the chanting of the psalm “In exi-
i, the first verse of which is reprated
as a refrain by those present, The
children now resume their places to
listen to the words of the preacher
iviting them on the evening of this
great day to throw themselves into thie
arms of their heavenly Mother,

Congecration to Mary

Once more the procession is forned ;
this time—while the older pupils sing
s hymn to Our Lady—the First Com-
municants are ranged together in =
half-circle at the feet of the Mother
of God.

All kneel down and the childlike
voices begin o tender, bosceching
hymn. At its close the girl appointed
to recite the act of Conseeration ta the
Blessed Vivgin rises and gocs to kneel
close to the step of the altar. When
there is an orphan among the com-
municants, this honor is always re-
served for her, Accordingly, this. year
it was Thérése Martin [because her
mother was dead] . . . and with what
sentiments of trustful, flial picty she
recited this act in the name of her
compunions, Onee more let us open
the Story of ¢ Souf: “I put my whole
lieart into my consecration to the
Blessed Virgin and into my prayer that
she might watch over me, I think that
sho looked down with love on her lit-
e flower and smiled once mpre upon
her, I recalled her visible smile that
had previously healed and saved me;
T well knew what I owed to lier. Had
not she herself, on the morning of this
cighth of May, placed within my sonl

QOur June lasue

will present tho fourth and last in 1his
serles of netledes written by n Benedies
tine nun, who tought St. Thértse, Next
month’s artele will includo some In-
tereating  personal recollontlons and
among the ilustrations will be a speci-
n}l:l'x':'of the salnt’s handwriting as o
child.

| presents captivate her young hedrfl

e
her Jesus, ‘the Flower of the ﬁdils;“
and the Lily of the walleys' 7" ill

Deeply maved and silent, those, |
present listen to the Act of Conseery
tion, The seene is a benutiful one And
it touches the onlookers to tears,

After another hymn the First Com..
municants go back to their places §
solerin Bengdiction of the Bleased
b;acramcnt, which eloses this hem..;',?'
day. 42

HE children  then rejoin  ugefps|
familics; the rejoicings of 'ﬂ'i'g"‘\
home eircle mutst have thelr turp, |
Thérdse hus written: “T wos not iy
different to the family feast that waso
prepared at Les Buissoncts, My haps
piness, however, was peaceful; notha
ing could disturb my interior oy
How could tho pretty dress and thets

No, this lieart of hers had found"zd:g 7
much joy in Jesus to take pleasure in)
carthly sutisfuetions, It longed for '}
day of "the ¢ternal Communion
true home, the day that will kndiy.
decline.” s

Mass of Thanksgiving

The First Cotntiunicants were  tocd
rety in the evening to the Abbey’
order to be present on the folloy
morning it the Mass of thank
which wus always early, Thérse, |
special permissian, did not return) thl
evening but she was there in g
time the next morning.

After the Mass of thanksgiy
chaplain gave i short discotirse,
theme of which was always gratiff
and perseverance, Afterwards hie
ceived the children and thei It
who thanked him for the devots
with which he had prepat
young souls for the first visit
Lord. At thic time he gave o
First Communion certificates™
souvenir picture.

The children were per
spend several days at h

Heaven and would diffuse the
influesice of Jesus.

'

= S
A COMMEMORATIVE D aq\}!’
been gct at the exact: L

on May 8, 1884, the sacram !
of Jesus and little Ther
took place. X
Among the glories of
not this one of the g(nlldg
enviable—the possession O
Towad pluce where the f
botween Jesus and the
of modern tines befell,
caleulnble impetus Was: |
spiritual Jife tha
influence all over the W



