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he Little Flower at School
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“{l". are now  pomg to ler hietde
" Thérése herseli speak, Here is
what she tells us in the Story of u
Soul, chapter 111,

“T was eight and a half when Léonie
left school and T ook her place at the
Abbey.” Then she adds: "I was put
in a class of pupils who were all bigger
than 1.”

This was the clpsse verte, the "Green
Clase.,” | should explain that there
were five classes, each having two or
three divisions aceording 1o the num-
ber of pupils, who wsually remained
for twa vears in a cless, Belts of
different colors, worn with the uni
forms, distinguished  the  various
classes; red for the lowest class, the
fifth: jreen for the fourth {prepara-
tory}, vialet for the third {clement-
ary), orange for the second, (interme
diate), blue for the first (higher), and
white fer the students who had wen
their first diplosna aml were continu-
ing their studies,

Her Classwork

. Thérese never wore the red belt
and had the green for only one year.
Thanks to the atlentive care of her
“Litde Mother” {her sister, Pauline),
our new pupil was i ono way back-
ward, Does she not also say in her
autobiography that from the heginning
success fell to her, Lringing cncour-
agement and rejoicing 7 Our industri-
ous pupil beld this gain of a year
until she lefr the school, She was
mtel'ligcm and ford of study, but ler
Spirit of faith was too strong to let
her take things casily just hecause the
ord Bad endowed her with naturl
K‘IftL._ Thérése brought & scrious and
51'Is|lllllcil application to her work, The
Wigh marks and firse places she waon
N the weekly (uses were the rewar
of h". diligence. Undoubted!y she had
19 strive hard 10 withstand the com-
Petition of class mates wha were older
= n bh.c and not Jess gifted nor less
s,
hrh;: S;‘l‘mcd surprising to us that
e Nas written: I had very
x;u;’:a?:ffﬁg\ in learning anything
il llllc' o !lw.mmr:‘fy .lh:-
that o ~1 are agreed i testifying
: © showed excellent powers of
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that densended these mare parteularly,
such as listary and geography, She
coulil recite by beart stories and lony
passages of poetry  with  delighsinl
grace and naturalness. At one of the
little diterary and musical entertain-
ments with which each term ended,
she put so mnch spiedt sl feeling into
her recitation of the poem entitled
“Le Pam e Chez Nous"—i touching
story of u littte Breton boy, sick in
TParis, who in erder (o get well asked
hits father for "4 piece of bread from
home”—that the whole audience was
moved by it. And when she said:
I Heaven, our home and onr fair
fatherland,
“here ix Hfe-giving Bread, bestowed
by God's hond.

St. Thérdse in 1883

(Copyright! reprosuced by special pecmisiica of
the Carmel of Lisieux)

Tis the swheat of the eolect that s
ground for our seed,

‘Tis the remedy divine, 1t 13 Jesus
indeed !

all ber own ardest love for the

Blessed Eucharist came out in her ges-

tures and in the accent of her young

voice,

It would not be correct, however,
to think that Théresé had no dificulty
with her studies. No, for despite her
wood will she met with a lack of suc-
cess in French and in arithmetic that
she felt keenly, The dear child did
not become angry, and she did not lose
courage, hbut she shed an abundance
of tears which showed an excessive
sensitiveness,  She  blamed  hersel(
greatly for this and later she was to
waster it 1t is the only fault—and
i very light one—that we ohserved in
the character of our lovable pupil, We
were tpsct on secing her give bersell
up to sueh griel. We could not console
her when her marks or her place in
the tests did not came up to her de
sires.

It would be a greas mistake to think
that these tears of Théresé came from
self-love or ambition. She fancied that
God would be less pleased with her
and that she would grieve lier good
fathier, who manifested a certain dis-
appaintment when her marks went as
fow as 3 (out of 6) and, on the other
hand, seemed <o happy  when  his
daughters bronght him reports showing
high marks and first places. The day-
hourders coull bring work with them
to o at home in the evenings. M.
Murtin and the older girls took the
greatest interest in the stedies and
progress of the chiidren, The trath is,
then, that the tears shed by Théresé
cime from her delicacy of conscience
amdl her extreme goodness of heart.

Petty Persecution

In the class there was one pupil of
limited intelligence, very  Dackward
and wortilied at Geding hersell with
ltle girls much younger than she, It
is not surprising that she became jeal-
ous of the successes of her youngest
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campanion and of the affectionale re-
gard in which this companion was held
among the nuns. Théresé, Inden is
she was witls every gift of nature and
of grace, immediately aroused hosulity
in this girl, These are sotne of the
difficulties that oceur in every cduca-
tiong! imstitution,  This gave rise 1o
varigus forms of teasing, not at all
serious in themselves it very hard on
a elild who had beet) treated so affece
tionately at home and who, because
of her nateal tinidily, could not rise
sufficiently above the unpleasant situa-
tion, I mmst also he said that beeanse
of her very active imagination this
burdship, real as it was, was magni-
fied for her. Thus Providence was
preparing the young schoolgirl for the
truly great and painful trials that she
was to meet later on,

AL S 2. . the pupils go into study,
which opens with the “Femi, Sancte
Spivitns As we have said [see Tup
Faw Easy for March] the day-boand-
ers must he ltere between 8 and §:30,
From 9 to noon there are various
classes. At 10 therc is 2 recess—i
short recreation—oi ten minutes. This
recreation 15 taken in the playground
when weatler permits,

During dinner, when everyone has
been served, a pupil reads for a few
minutes {rom the lives of the saints,
The recreation which follows ends at
=153 pom

Eucharistic Visit

Ten minutes before the signal for
going in, the girls who wished were
permitted to go to the chapel for a
fitle visit to the Blessed Sacrament.

' Pupils of the Abbey School at reerention
(From a photo taken abont 1885, when St Thérése iwas
attending the school)

IN outlining briefly the day of a pupi
at the Abbey of Noire Dame dn
U'ré, we shall follow tiule Thérese
step by step.

A dittle handbell announces all the
exercises by loud ringing or by a slight
tinkle as the case might be, Every
week a “réglomentaire” or lime-Keeper
ook ap-duty, This was not regarded
hy any means as an arduous task but
rather as a mark of trusr, merited hy
good  conduct,  Accardingly Thérése
D the honor pretty often of yinging
the hell,

For the older hoarders rising was
at 3:55 a. m. The mistress gave the
sighial by reciting the words of the
sign of the cross quite Ioully followed
Iy the short, custotary offering: “My
God, T give You my heart. . , " At
40 morning prayer wis said—a pupil
saying it aloud. Then came ¢ petil
déjesmer [the light French breakfast],
"upils who intended to receive Haly
Conmmunion went diveetly to the chapel
to have a quarter-hour’s preparation
hiefore Mass, at which all assisted,
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Atabe age of nine o twelve years,
ane requires 4 certain amount of
conrage dnd real piety to stop playing
imediately, in the middle af a game
of croquet or the Jike. Litle Thérése
never failed to throw down whatever
she held in her hand as soon as the
mistress, would approach the different
groups and say: “le is time to go to
the chapel.” And her example would
bring along others who were dallying
hesitantly,

At Recreation

In connection with reerestion, we
read in the autobiography: "I was no
good at games . .. T did not care for
games, especially” noisy anes,"  That
iy tene, but as Thérése was above all
inithinl to duty, she took parl in the
general games: pupils were not per-
mitted to go off on their own, Let us
hear some af her conpanions :

“Therdse loved to gather some of the
smallest pupils aronnd her and to tell
them children’s stories, and her youny
amlience, entbralled by ber words, for-
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got about playing. So the mistress
one day made this remark to us: ‘Chil
dren, T prefer to see you running
around than talking.

“Sametinies Thérése would leave the
games of the bigger gisrls and would
turn to sce the fun of the little ones,
When she spied someone up to wis-
chief, she would come, all wmiles, in
tiee middle of the happy fHock and
would take the litle rogue geutly by
the hands o make her confess her
tricks. With her decp, penetrating
gaze she scemed to phumb the depths
af these little souls,”

Thérése, we see, had already a lik-
ing for the apostolate,

"T take pride, in a supernatural
sense, in having been the little com-
panton of Thérdse and in having
shared ler games, With ber T buried
little birds under the lime-trees or at
the foot of the pear-tree that was
growing along the tredlis. Qur ceme-
tery was there in the corner formed
by the chaped, close to the entrance to
the celliar, We were very much afeaid
when passing that dark opening. |, .
But one day it was forhidden to go
beyond certain bounds, on account of
the dilliculties of supervision, Henee,
in ovder not to disobey, we had no
mare funerols of birds in that spot.”!

One coneluding point will show how,
even annid games, the Little one's mind
was directed towards the supernatural,

“Thérése was, [ think, nine years
old, She was a member of the Sodality
of the Holy Angels. According to the
enstom of the school, the young chil-
dren who had some little trauhles
could go anil confide them 1o the gitl
who filled the office of President in
one of the sodalities (of the Holy
Angels or the Children of Mary). One
day Thérése said to me: ‘Marguerite,
1 would like to ask you something'
“Yes, Thérese, T will talk to you at
recreation,’

"When the time came, T drew (he
child aside and as we walked along
together, 1 said, “Well, Thérdse, what's
the matter?'

o] wish you would teach me how
to male o meditation,

“Quite surprised, T told her 10 80
and find the catechism teacher who
could advise her mueh better than L
Thérése then confided 1o me how she
practised recollection heside her co,
and said to me: 7 think) y

“Without knowing, (he Iiulc‘g)"l
was already very expert in the sciened
of prayer,”

Recreation in bad weather, WaS
spenl o the terrace, whicl wos SPA°
ciams and had a southern cxl‘osmf;-
There the children could ave 1::0"
fun and enjoy the fresh air in whe l,c ;
[tut to get there, one had to £0 mr:;“;c
part of the monastery ad theredofs
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abserve the silence of the coister. The
niistresses obtained this casily, as 1t
wae not withont awe that the light-
heartel throng  passed  beneath  the
bare vaulted root of the okl claister
with its vuthned arches, accient and
sill dmposing. There, at the end,
stands a0 e craeix, The  devom
child, slipping out of the ranks, woull
climh the theee steps of the Calvary
and standing on tiptoe would lovingly
kiss the bleeding wounds of the
S;ninlll.

N the reopening of schiool, in Oe-

tober, 1882, Thérese enteredl the
“WViclet Class” Althouglh there agam
she found pupils older than herself, it
was withont difficelly thal the neweom-
er followedd e comrae. She competed
suecessinlly with her companions, One
of these—tow i grandmother—Iikes ta
recall these youthful bue highly spir-
jted contests in which, leaten by a
single mark, she foumd it hard to for-
give the victory of her young rival.

In Religion Class

The time for First Cammunion al-
ways came when the pupil was in this
class aml the program of sindies was
arrangedl 5o as o give i preponderat-
ing plitce 10 religions instruction.

The zeal of lictle Thérése for relig-
ions instruction wis wonderful. We
shall have occasion to enlarge on this
subject and on the extremely edifying
way in which she prepared for her
First Connmunion.

Tlhe chaplain bore witness, nal with-
out pride, that al the customiry exam-
ination he had deliberately tried o
mizzle Therése Iml that be had nat
succeeded, So he called her his “little
Doctor of Thealogy' and one can fore.
see perhaps that these words niay sean
he shown to bave been prophetic.

'Thc mistress of catechism at that
tme, Mother St Francis de Sales,
who died a very saintly death, at the
vererable age of eighty, on February
1:._ 1933, wrote: "Thérésc in cate-
chism elass Bstened to the explanations
with ¢lnse and unfailing  ateention,
Her clear eves became animated and
shone with interest. She seemed to
drink in the wards of the priest with
i (k-:.'onl avidity, She always had the
requived esson off hy heart.” At this
itge !\er zeal Tor souls was aleeady
thowing itself iy some rather complex
Z'(Ed(j;]:f,‘:,}::m?ﬁﬂm about |.]x:~‘ destiny

plized and the infidels,
mA':v:ﬂ‘ll pupil, today & nursing Sis
ali].l gmc :o us recently: “Have yon
Thérte ;“‘ Cracifiy hvfu‘rc \\'lll!:ll
e mi;u s:c(! leqars ,)f prict Wh.l'(:
$in2 H::s ]\.ms speaking abwont venial
found i l'ﬂlv Lee revealed  pro-
offense Cll'll‘i)“' at the thonghe ofj e

mpry offeced to Gad"

HEcriearion
oN THE
TERRACE

(Feom nn ol photograph)

This precions crueifix is 1o be seen
v the Oratory of the  Souvenirs,

Trials and a Great Favor

At this period our liede Thévése lael
1o undergo two great trials, but she
wlsa received an extraordinary geace,
On January 2, 1883, she reached the
age af ten when children were then
aedmitted to the Holy Table. Alas, o
diocesan synol had just been hell and
Bad decrecd that hencefarth children
shiould have completed their tenth year
before the first of  Janvary!  So
Therése was two days short, What

The erucifix in the cloister
Therese, stunding on tiptoe on the
third step, would kiss the wounded

]m‘l.

d sacrilice for g liide sonl that
wished o ardently to e untzed to Ouws
Lord |

In spite of her resignation, she re-
tuined a sense of keen sorrow in the
depths of her heart, One may ask if
this hid not something to do with the
continual headaches that afllicted her
at the end of 1882,

At Taster these became extremicly
severe, and then egan that strange and
mysterions illness that she deseribes in
detadl in her autobiography. The bit-
ter triwd was ended, as we know, o
May 13, 1883 hy that indescribahle
prace af the "Smile of the Blessed
Virgin"'—the [liftieth anniversary of
which has just [1933] heert celsbrated
at the Carmel.

Iler cure was complete. Two months
remained befare the school year would
be finished. Thérése did not resume
lier studies but came occasionally to let
ns see that her health was restored.
It was admirable bow s privileged
child of Mary never said @ word to
anyone about the great favor that she
linedd received; and the same silence
wits observed by all the medbers of
her family.

When the schoal reopened in Qcto-
ber, Thérése continued to be the sim-
ple, frank schoolgirl of old, hut she
was more and more edifying. For was
not this to be for her the great year,
A few months more and the longed-
for day would dawn!

Her state of health now allowed her
to follow the regulsr conrse of stu-
dies, She resumed ber work with en-
thusizsm, while giving pride of place
to religious instruction, even more
markedly that before,

(To be continucd)

(Emror’s Note: The longed-for day
was that af the Litde Flower™s Firsl
Conupenion, May 8 884, Next
month the Golden Jubilee of this event
will e celebrated  solemnly i the
Benedictine Sisters' Albey where St
Theérdse first received the Blessed
Ifacharist, and also in the Carmelie
menastery where her lie as o religions
was lived Our May issue will give
the Benedictine Sisters' recollections
of this notwble event in the life of the
patroness of foreign missions and the
greatest of wodern saints, )



